Maintaining a first-trimester termination of pregnancy service in
an Australian regional hospital during the COVID-19 pandemic

Background:

Access to abortion must be timely.

* Medical terminations <9 weeks

* Surgical terminations <12 weeks
* > 12 weeks = referred to city

* > 24 weeks = legal restrictions ++

Women were disproportionately less likely
to access health services during COVID-19. 2

Why access is important: 1-in-4 pregnancies
in Australia are electively terminated. 3

Barriers to Access:
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Methods: Actions taken to maintaining
abortion care during the pandemic
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